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Managing the soy boom — growth without further conversion

Expanding soybean cultivation is threatening to
destroy nearly 22 million hectares of South
American forest and savannah by 2020, an area
about the size of Great Britain. A study
commissioned by WWF shows that much of the
conversion of valuable natural habitats could be
avoided if the use of existing pastures alternated
between soybean cultivation and cattle ranching.

The area cultivated for soybean in Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil and Paraguay has more than doubled in the
last 10 years. Soy has become one of the leading
crops exported from these countries. But this
expansion has not been without high costs. The
development of the soy industry in southern Brazil
has contributed to the nearly total destruction of the
Atlantic forest. Millions of hectares of bush savannah
have also been converted into soybean fields in
Argentina's Chaco province and Brazil's Cerrado, the
savannah most diverse in species in the world.
Today, only 20 percent of the Cerrado remains
undisturbed.

The soy industry is expected to continue growing.
Forecasts assume that the global demand for soy will
increase by more than 60 percent by 2020. South
America in particular still offers options for expanding
production. The study warns that if production
practices remain unchanged, there could be a loss of
another 16 million hectares of savannah and six mil-

lion hectares of tropical forest in the region by 2020.
However, the report also points out that this expansion
could be reduced down to an estimated 3.7 million
hectares if soy producers leased pastureland from
cattle ranchers and rotated soy farming with cattle
ranching. Field tests funded by WWF have shown that
rotation improves soils and leads to higher yields and
increased stock density per hectare, thanks to better
use of soil and fodder resources.

"The study shows that it is possible to achieve higher
production of soy without destroying nature,” said
Matthias Diemer, Head of WWF's Forest Conversion
Initiative. "The development of more intensive and
efficient land use along existing roads and near
important population centres will reduce the need to
clear habitats." An international roundtable on
sustainable soy, organised by WWF and business
partners (see page 2), will provide stakeholders and
interested parties with the opportunity to jointly
develop solutions leading to sustainable soy

production.

Link: “Managing the soy boom — doom or boon for South America’s
forests and savannahs”. Report and press release from 2
September 2004

Second roundtable on
sustainable palm oil in Jakarta

The second roundtable meeting on sustainable palm
oil (RT2) will be held at the Grand Hyatt Jakarta
(Indonesia) from 5-6 October. Organised by the
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), the
Indonesian Palm Oil Commission (IPOC), the
Indonesian Palm Oil Producers Association (GAPKI)
and WWEF Indonesia, it will focus on clarifying the

definition of "sustainable palm oil" and is expected to
come up with a first draft of standards for sustainable
palm oil. Projects to facilitate the implementation of
sustainable best practices in the palm oil supply
chain will also be identified and initiated.

The RT2 will also include the first meeting of the
General Assembly, in which all members meet. (More
about the RSPO on page 2.)

For additional information see

Wwww.sustainable-palmoil.org.

Coop cooperates with WWF

WWF Switzerland and the Swiss retailer Coop are
working together to promote sustainable soy. This
effort includes researching the environmental impacts
of soy production and developing standards for
sustainable soy production. Named the Basel
Criteria, these standards address several issues such
as legal compliance, forest conversion and workers’
rights. Verification of compliance with the criteria are
to be carried out by independent bodies.

Conducting research and applying the Basel Criteria
are preliminary steps for Coop towards switching to
sustainable soy. Field tests will help the Swiss retailer
to calculate whether it is possible to satisfy demand
with soybeans from sustainable sources, primarily for
its own meat production, but also for other foodstuffs
sold in its supermarkets. Coop’s Naturaplan Fund,
dedicated to supporting sustainability projects, will
support WWF's work on sustainable soy with a grant
of CHF 500,000 until 2006.

Link: WWEF press release on cooperation with Coop
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"We want to get soy from sustainable sources”

Coop has set itself the goal of getting soy for its
feed sector from verifiable sustainable sources,
says Brigit Hofer, Head of Consumer Policy at
Coop Switzerland.

Why has Coop become involved with
sustainable soy?

During the past 10 years, Coop has done all
it can, and successfully too, to develop its
own brands called Naturaplan, Naturaline
and Oecoplan. All of these Coop brands
clearly contribute to protecting the
environment and animals and stand for
social responsibility. The Naturaplan
programmes for meat and eggs are

particularly successful. Soy has been
increasingly used as a protein source to
feed animals ever since meat-and-bone
meal was banned in Switzerland. But
we haven't been able to adequately
verify ~whether soy meets the
sustainability standards of Coop's
Naturaplan. So Coop has set itself the
goal of getting soy for its feed sector
from verifiable sustainable sources.

What is Coop doing specifically?
Coop has formed a partnership with WWF

Switzerland on sustainable soy. Within this project,
Coop has worked on setting up standards for

Brigit Hofer

"We hope that as
pioneers we will be
motivating other
businesses to use
sustainable soy."

Roundtable meeting
on sustainable soy in March 2005

Progress has been made for sustainable soy
cultivation. The first meeting of the International
Roundtable on Sustainable Soy will take place in
South America from 10-11 March 2005. A committee
has been created to organise the event. The
roundtable will provide stakeholders and interested
parties with the opportunity to jointly develop
solutions leading to sustainable soy production. The
organising committee consists of Coop Switzerland
(retailer), Cordaid (Netherlands, development/social
NGO), Fetraf-Sul/CUT (Brazil, farmer association
union), Maggi Group (Brazil, soy company), Unilever
(consumer goods manufacturer) and WWF.

For further information, contact
Heinz Stalder, mailto:heinz.stalder@wwi.ch

Roundtable on
sustainable palm oil established

In April 2004, the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm
Oil (RSPO) was formally established as an
association according to the Swiss civil code. The
main objective is "to promote the growth and use of
sustainable palm oil through cooperation within the
supply chain and open dialogue between its
stakeholders". Founding members are Aarhus United

sustainable soy cultivation, called the Basel Criteria.

The first draft is ready. The criteria will be broadly

discussed on the occasion of a roundtable next year

and we hope that they will serve as a basis for global
standards. Coop is a member of the
committee organising the roundtable. It's
important to us that all actors in the
production chain, from farmers and
processors to feed distributors, are
included in the discussion. We have
already started talks with various
participants. The idea of "sustainable soy"
was positively received.

When will Coop start to use sustainable
soy?

We assume that some of our partners
could meet the standards for
sustainable soy production today.
Sustainable soy will be introduced at
Coop  step-by-step. We  have
developed the criteria, now will start to
test them for feasibility in selected soy
companies. At Coop, we don't see our
commitment as a single activity but
hope that as pioneers we will be
motivating other businesses to use sustainable soy.
The goal is to get standards for sustainable
cultivation to be applied around the world.

UK Ltd., Karlshamns AB (Sweden), Malaysian Palm
Oil Association, Migros Genossenschafts Bund
(Switzerland), Unilever NV (Netherlands) and WWF.
The RSPO secretariat has been set up in Kuala
Lumpur (see below for contact details). So far, the
RSPO counts 24 members. Forty-seven companies
and organisations have signed the Statement of
Intent.

A Criteria Working Group (CWG) will meet for the
first time on 4 October in Jakarta, before the second
meeting of the RSPO (see page 1). The aim is to
develop a final set of criteria for sustainable palm oil
production. The CWG will have 25 members divided
among four constituent groups (palm oil producers,
suppliers and investors, social interest groups and
environmental groups).

An RSPO newsletter is available free of charge from

Lim Si-Siew (see below).

Contact:

RSPO Secretariat

Mont Kiara Business Centre

Suite D-03-01, Plaza Mont Kiara

2, Jalan Kiara

50480 Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

Tel/Fax: +603 6411-8803 / +603 6411-8828
Secretary-general: Teoh Cheng Hai,
mailto:ch-teoh@sustainable-palmoil.org

Assistant: Lim Si-Siew, mailto:slim@sustainable-palmoil.org
www.sustainable-palmoil.org

Link: WWEF press release on establishment of RSPO




